‘9^’ 


r|4^» 


PROJECT  100/3  RECORD  CARO 


1 1.  DATE 

Z LOCATION 

24  Jul  58 

Las  Cruces,  Kew  Mexico 

1 S.  0ATE*T1ME  GROUP 

A TYPE  OP  OBSERVATION 

1 Mount  Time 

fiXSrOMn  A Vi  tttcl 

1 OMT  25/0327Z 

0 AlnVltuol 

0 Air*lntarcopt  Rador 

1 S.  PHOTOS 

TT50HCI 

' 

1 a Tot 

1 xD:No 

Civilian  (Astronomer) 

1 7.  LENGTH  OP  OBSERVATION 

1.  NUMBER  op  OBJECTS 

9.  COURSE 

one 

12.  CONCLUSIONS 

□ Wat  Balloon 

□ Probably  Balloon 
D Pottibly  Bolloon 

□ Wot  Ai  rerof t 

□ Probably  Aireroft 
O Pottibly  Aircraft 


Wot  Attronemieol  MotGOT 
Probobly  Attronomicol 
Pottibly  Attronemieol 

Othor 

Intufficiont  Date  for  Evaluation 
Unknown 


O 

O 

□ 

□ 

o 


10.  BBIEP  SUMMARY  OP  SIGHTINO 

Extremely  bright  obj  -5  or  -6  mag  (w/ 
4dgr  tail)  obsvd  by  leading  astronomer 
cover  arc  fm  320dgr  azimuth  35dgr  alt 
to  lOOdgr  azimuth  20dgr  alt.  Travel 
thus  5dgr  per  second^  almost  too  slow 
If  or  meteor. 


n.  COMMENTS 

Confirmed  meteor  sighting. 
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Htport  of  Unl<i»ntlfltd  ObJuof 


in  I»l«ht>crH05d 


JUIt 


' fheid  objMts  v«po  quit#  possibly  firsbslls  or  mstsors 
(tmt  uhioh*  would  dspsnd  on  slss  and  brightnsss  wlileb  srs  not 
dsss,H,bOd)»  It  they  wsrs  largs  obJssts«  tbsj  eould  bs  flrsbulls 
and*  whlls  it  would  os  rsmsrksbls  that  so  si&ny  ftrsbslls  oould  bs 
psea  such  a short  spaas  of  tins  (ton  in  half  an  bour)t  it  Is 
not  out  Sid  s tbs  bounds  of  posalbllltj* 


Thslr  Tarlsd  snd  sonstlmos  opposite  dlrsotlons 
soursst  rule  o^it  say  ohanos  of  than  being  ooaasotsd 
siagls  aoncal  artlfloiel  sstsllits* 


of 


would* 
with  any 


It  nay  bs  interesting 
rsosaS  rsliable  reports  of 

as  foUovat 


to  note  that^  we  hare  tbrse  other 
seaiewtiat  elailar  unidentified  objeets* 


Las  Cnoes*  V.H* 

Portland*  Oregon 
Ohapet  Hill*  I.C. 


July  2$ 
August  1 
Aujpist 


27 

26 

01  1$ 


TT*T. 


4i 

Color  was  cot  nenttoned  in  the  Loa  Oruooe  oaao*  The  Portland 
Ob  jest  ehanged  from  whits  to  red  and  vaa  alaost  one^fourth  of  * the 
laoon  in  else*  The  Chapel  Hill  objeot  vaa  one»tsnth  of  ^o  noon* a 
dlgnster  and  had  a lorge  orange  tail*  All  were  travelling  in  a 
nor#  or  less  easterly  dlreotlon* 

i S r 

Also  of  interest*  for  iihatsvsr  the  oolnoidenoe  nsy  be  worth* 
Is  the  fast  that  the  two  tlins  lnter/vale  between  the  last 
Bermuda  vest«to«east  sighting#  and  the  Laa  Orueea  and  Portland  ; 
obsarvations*  have  s eoavron  denoninator*  or  eaman  bmsio  period# 
of  cbout  3k^  nlcuten*  The  Chapel  Hill  sighting  can  alfio  be 
Inoluded  In  thlo  time  grouping  if  wa  use  one* third  of  thia  period* 
nsnc»ly*  115  cinutos*  afl  tho  ooMmon  baslo  period  for  all  throe 
Intervals*  (H*B*  She  Portland  sighting  tine  is  only  very 
approtxlnate)* 
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SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION 

A8TROPHY8ICAL  OBSERVATORY 


•ICTION  OP  UPPER  ATMOSPHERI  STUOIEt 
lOV  optical  tATELLlTt  TRACKING  PROGRAM 
to  GARDEN  tTREKT 
CAMGRIDGE  3t.  MAttACHUSSTTt 


July  29a 
(dictated 
,Tuly  26, 


or 


Center 


Captain  George  T.  Gregory 
Air  Technical  Intelligence 
Wright -Patters on  Air  Force 
?•  0.  Box  9703 
Dayton,  Ohio 

Dear  Captain: 


I am  on  the  eve  of  my  departure  for 
the  liberty  of  enclosing  an  itlnerarn*^  so 
I am  and.  If  necessary,  can  get  in  touch 


Moscow,  and  I am  t aiding 
that  you  vjlll  know  v;here 
with  me  at  those  places. 


I honestly  don’t  Icnow  which  of  the  alternatives  to  give 
greater  weight  to.  V/hlle  the  artificial  meteor  hj»po thesis  is  cer- 
tainly a possibility,  I do  not  favor  it  myself  very  much,  I think 
really  it  was  a slovj  meteor,  especially  since  it  v/as  observed  in 
the  early  evening. 

Apropos  of  that,  nic  Just  yesterday  to 

report  an  extremely  bright  object.  The  data  on  this  is  as  fol- 
lows: 3s 27  UT  (Zebra)  JUly  25,  195&;  8:27  Mountain  Time.  An  ex- 

tremely bright  object  about  minus  5 or  minus  6 (that  is  much 
brighter  than  any  of  the  planets)  with  a four  degree  long  tall  and 
emitting  sparks  as  It  went  along,  v/as  first  slgHfed  at  Azlmith  320 
degrees  and  altitude  35  and  traversed  100  or  so  degrees  In  a groat 
circle  to  about  100  degrees  Azimuth  and  20  degrees  altitude.  It 
covered  the  100  degrees  In  about  20  seconds,  thus  jjiving  5 degrees 
per  second.  Dr.  HHHP  a reputable  astronomer,^says  that  In 
his  opinion  it  v;as  not  a meteor,  but  again  it  is  a borderline  case. 
It  Is  t2.p,.faa±  for  a satellite  unless  the  object  were  a foreign 
object  oh'  its  v;ay  dovm.  For  Instance  if  the  object  v;ere  20  miles 
high.  It  'was  travelling  at  2,7  miles  per  second,  Geveral  people 
sav;  it  so  there’s  no  question  of  confirmation. 

I’ll  admit  that  calling  everything  a bright  meteor  is  a very 
handy  thing  to  do  but,  until  v/e  have  definite  evidence  that  it  is 
something  else,  I would  still  rather  favor  that  explanation,  Hov^- 
ever,  we  should  keep  a list  (and  we  are  doing  so  here)  of  all  these 
very  bright,  slovf-movlng  objects,  because  intelligence  data  at  a 
later  date  may  reveal  that  some  strange  things  were  up  there.  It 
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